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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . It is noted that this application appears to claim subject matter disclosed in prior 
Application No. 09/401318, filed 23 September 1999. A reference to the prior application must 
be inserted as the first sentence(s) of the specification of this application or in an application data 
sheet (37 CFR 1.76), if applicant intends to rely on the filing date of the prior application under 
35 U.S.C. 1 19(e), 120, 121, or 365(c). See 37 CFR 1.78(a). For benefit claims under 35 U.S.C. 
120, 121, or 365(c), the reference must include the relationship (i.e., continuation, divisional, or 
continuation-in-part) of all nonprovisional applications. If the application is a utility or plant 
application filed under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 1(a) on or after November 29, 2000, the specific reference to 
the prior application must be submitted during the pendency of the application and within the 
later of four months from the actual filing date of the application or sixteen months from the 
filing date of the prior application. If the application is a utility or plant application which 
entered the national stage from an international application filed on or after November 29, 2000, 
after compliance with 35 U.S.C. 371, the specific reference must be submitted during the 
pendency of the application and within the later of four months from the date on which the 
national stage commenced under 35 U.S.C. 371(b) or (f) or sixteen months from the filing date 
of the prior application. See 37 CFR 1.78(a)(2)(ii) and (a)(5)(ii). This time period is not 
extendable and a failure to submit the reference required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e) and/or 120, where 
applicable, within this time period is considered a waiver of any benefit of such prior 
application(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e), 120, 121 and 365(c). A benefit claim filed after the 
required time period may be accepted if it is accompanied by a grantable petition to accept an 
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unintentionally delayed benefit claim under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e), 120, 121 and 365(c). The petition 
must be accompanied by (1) the reference required by 35 U.S.C. 120 or 1 19(e) and 37 CFR 
1.78(a)(2) or (a)(5) to the prior application (unless previously submitted), (2) a surcharge under 
37 CFR 1.1 7(t), and (3) a statement that the entire delay between the date the claim was due 
under 37 CFR 1.78(a)(2) or (a)(5) and the date the claim was filed was unintentional. The 
Director may require additional information where there is a question whether the delay was 
unintentional. The petition should be addressed to: Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 

2. If the reference to the prior application was previously submitted within the time period 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.78(a), but not in the first sentence(s) of the specification or an application 
data sheet (ADS) as required by 37 CFR 1.78(a) (e.g., if the reference was submitted in an oath 
or declaration or the application transmittal letter), and the information concerning the benefit 
claim was recognized by the Office as shown by its inclusion on the first filing receipt, the 
petition under 37 CFR 1.78(a) and the surcharge under 37 CFR 1.1 7(t) are not required. 
Applicant is still required to submit the reference in compliance with 37 CFR 1.78(a) by filing an 
amendment to the first sentence(s) of the specification or an ADS. See MPEP § 201.1 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 16-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Killcommons et 
al. (6,424,996). 

5. For claims 16 and 17, Killcommons teaches a method (abstract; col. 1, line 1 - col. 5, line 
65) and system (col. 4, lines 54-58) for a user station (Fig. 1, #50) to send and receive 
multimedia data (col. 6, lines 39-44) to and from (col. 7, lines 5-10) a server (Fig. 1, #20) on a 
network (col. 7, line 50 - col. 8, line 8), the multimedia data being stored on the server and 
accessible (col. 7, lines 50-65) by at least one other user (Fig. 1, #80), the method comprising: 

Q 

a. Receiving a command from a user at the user station (col. 12, lines 10-25); 

b. Responding to the received command by encapsulating multimedia data from the 
user station into.a broadcast data unit retaining descriptive characteristics of the 
multimedia data (col. 12, lines 25-35 in view of col. 8, lines 10-35 and col. 10, lines 15- 
40) and transmitting the broadcast data unit to the server (col. 12, lines 30-40); 

c. Receiving a data available message from the server (col. 15, line 65 - col. 16, line 

5); 

d. Responding to receipt of the data available message from the server to transmit a 
notification to the user station (col. 15, lines 45-50); 

e. Responding to a command from the user at the user station (Fig. 3, #65) to request 
download of a broadcast data unit from the server (col. 12, lines 60-65); and 

f. Receiving the broadcast data unit from the server and multimedia data from the 
received broadcast data unit for access by the user at the user station (col. 15, line 30 - 
col. 16, line 15 and col. 17, lines 15-35). 
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6. For claims 18 and 20, Killcommons teaches a method (abstract) and system (col. 4, lines 
54-58) for processing multimedia data (col. 1, line 1 - col. 5, line 65) from a user station (Fig. 1, 
#50) by a server (Fig. 1, #20) on a network (col. 7, line 50 - col. 8, line 8), the multimedia data 
being accessible (col. 7, lines 50-65) to at least one other user station (Fig. 1, #80), the method 
comprising: 

a. Receiving a broadcast data unit from the user station (col. 12, lines 10-25), the 
broadcast data unit encapsulating multimedia data (col. 12, lines 25-33); 

b. Storing the broadcast data unit (col. 12, lines 33-40); 

c. Sending a data available message to the at least one other user station regarding 
the stored broadcast data unit (col. 15, line 65 - col. 16, line 5); 

d. Responding to a download request from the at least one other user station for the 
stored broadcast data unit based on the data available message (col. 17, lines 15-25 in 
view of col. 12, lines 60-65); and 

e. Transmitting the stored broadcast data to the at least one other user station in 
response to the download request (Figs. 3 and 4). 

7. For claim 19, Killcommons teaches that the storing of the broadcast data unit includes 
storing the broadcast data unit for later access by the at least one other user (col. 17, lines 15-25). 

8. For claim 21, Killcommons teaches a method (abstract) for project collaboration (col. 1, 
line 1 - col. 5, line 65 and col. 17, lines 15-25) between a first user (Fig. 1, #50) and a second 
user (Fig. 1, #80) over a network (col. 7, line 50 - col. 8, line 8) via a server (Fig. 1, #20), the 
project including at least one multimedia element (col. 6, lines 39-44), the method comprising: 
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a. Accessing the multimedia element from the server by the first user (col. 12, line 
60 -col. 13, line 5); 

b. Modifying the accessed multimedia element by the first user (Fig. 4 in view of 
col. 13, line 5 - col. 14, line 65, esp. col. 13, lines 5-30; 

c. Sending the modified multimedia element to the server by the first user (col. 14, 
line 55 - col. 15, line 5); and 

d. Broadcasting a message to the second user by the server that the multimedia 
element has been modified (col. 15, line 30 - col. 16, line 15). 

9. For claim 22, Killcommons teaches requesting download of the modified multimedia 
element from the server by the second user based on the broadcasted message, and sending the 
modified multimedia element to the second user by the server in response to the download 
request from the second user (col. 12, line 60 - col. 13, line 5; col. 14, lines 55-65). 

10. For claim 23, Killcommons teaches accessing the multimedia element includes accessing 
a version of the multimedia element (col. 14, lines 5-15 and 45-65). 

1 1 . For claim 24, Killcommons teaches that accessing a version of the multimedia element 
includes accessing a compressed version of the multimedia element (col. 12, lines 25-35). 

12. For claim 25, Killcommons teaches a method (abstract) for project collaboration (col. 1, 
line 1 - col. 5, line 65 and col. 17, lines 15-25) between a first user (Fig. 1, #50) and a second 
user (Fig. 1, #80) over a network (col. 7, line 50 - col. 8, line 8) via a server (Fig. 1, #20), the 
project including multimedia data (col. 6, lines 39-44), the method comprising: 

a. Creating a multimedia data element for the project by the first user (col. 15, lines 
1-30); 
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b. Sending to the server the created multimedia element by the first user (col. 14, 
lines 64-67); 

c. Broadcasting a message to the second user of the created multimedia element for 
the project by the server (col. 15, line 30 - col. 16, line 15); 

d. Responding to the broadcasted message by the second user to request a download 
of the created multimedia element for the project (col. 17, lines 20-25); and 

e. Sending the created multimedia element to the second user in response to the 
download request (col. 12, lines 40-60). 

13. For claim 26, Killcommons teaches storing the created multimedia element by the server 
for later access by the second user (col. 17, lines 15-25). 

Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. They regard further applicable teachings regarding the storage and manipulation of 
data for sharing with multiple users. Special emphasis has been placed on collaborative tools, 
version control, and encoding of multimedia data. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melvin H. Pollack whose telephone number is (571) 272-3887. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on (571) 272-3933. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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